
ST. PETER’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK... 
 
 
Our school’s Fashion Show was held on April 6 at The Bethwood Restaurant. To our  parents, models, the 
faculty, staff, parishioners, and friends of St. Peter’s and all those who took the time to attend and donate to 
this special fundraising event, I would like to acknowledge all your wonderful contributions which led to the 
success of the day and to thank you for your generous and heartfelt support of St. Peter’s School. 
 
Our seventh grade, under the guidance of Mrs. Varricchio, is preparing for the school’s annual Ring 
Ceremony to be held on May 2 at the 9am mass. The seventh graders will receive their rings as they begin 
their journey toward their last year at St. Peter’s School.  A breakfast for their families will follow in the 
school to celebrate this milestone .Thank you to our parents for their generosity and help with the celebration. 
 
On Holy Thursday the children re-enacted the Lord’s Last Supper in their classrooms with prayer partners.  
During a school wide prayer service led by Father Wojciech, students and teachers participated in the 
traditional washing of the feet. It was a wonderful opportunity for all to be part of the observance during Holy 
Week. 
 
As we enter the month of May the St. Peter’s School community is looking forward to the many exciting end 
of the year activities. Everyone’s support and encouragement is greatly appreciated. 
 
Dr. Seuss once wrote,”Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it’s 
not”. Thank you for caring.  By working together we can do great things. 
 

May St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, bless you! 
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AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 
 
PRESCHOOL - MS. STEEL 

 

 

This month the students have been learning all about Spring! They 
have done special splatter paint butterflies, crinkle paper kites, and water 
color flowers!  We have been doing a lot of matching games in math 
where children have to hunt for pictures that are the same.  We are 
always working on phonics and letters and practicing them daily.  In 
science we saw the changes Jell-O goes through; the students had fun 
learning about it and even more fun eating it!  We have been learning all 
about Lent and Easter in Religion and how Lent symbolizes new life.   

 
Students gave examples of how we can be all good friends of Jesus 

such as being nice to our friends and loving one another!  We also dyed 
eggs with Kindergarten and all the students had a blast watching their 
eggs change all different colors. Students had a special celebration with 
our 6th grade prayer partners in which they reenacted the Last Supper 
together with bread and grape juice!  In May we are practicing for our 
Spring concert and Graduation.  Everyone is also very excited for our 
upcoming field trip to the Zoo! 
 

                                                                                    -Miss Steel  
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AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
KINDERGARTEN - MRS. TSIKITAS 
 
 Spring has finally sprung in Kindergarten!  We have been enjoying the last few days of warmer weather and have even been able to go outside and enjoy the playground.  The students really enjoy playing outside and have even been looking for the different signs of Spring each time we go out. This month in Math we have finished up working on tens and ones and have begun exploring money.  The students have learned different characteristics of a penny, nickel, dime and quarter.  They have also learned how much each one is worth and have begun counting money using these coins. In Reading, we have added more high frequency words to our word wall and continue to practice fluency.  We have been reviewing the many sounds we have covered this year and the students are doing a great job with reading in class.  Please continue practicing with them at home.  We need to work together in order for the students to excel and be where they need to be. We have also begun practicing some of our songs for graduation.  I cannot believe the students will be graduating in 6 weeks!  After Easter recess, we will be practicing a lot more so you can enjoy the best ceremony possible!   I hope you all had a truly Blessed Easter and enjoyed the much needed break!   
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AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
GRADE 1 - MISS BRUZZI 

Cherry Blossoms 
Little cherry blossoms, 
Closed up, oh, so tight. 

See them bursting into bloom, 
Colored pink and white. 

Along comes the spring breeze, 
Blowing all around. 

And down fall the petals, 
Twirling to the ground. 
By Elizabeth McKinnon 

 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Miss Bruzzi wishes to thank everyone for their prayers and thoughts for a speedy recovery. 
Each day she feels a little better and can’t wait to come back to school. Miss Bruzzi is very 
happy to see all the work the students are doing each day. As I said in the last newsletter, 
Miss Bruzzi completes all the lesson plans, and I am teaching the students the daily skills 
and lessons. Miss Bruzzi is then busily checking all the work, as I drop it off to her each 
week. 
 
Happy Easter to everyone!!!! The students have been hearing the Bible Stories about how 
Jesus gave up his life, so we can all live in his image. The students with their 5th grade prayer 
partners, shared a reenactment of “The Last Supper” and saw a video about “The Last 
Supper” to help them better understand the sacrifice Jesus made for us. 
 
The students also had a chance to work with the 5thgrade to create a special treat for “Earth 
Day”, showing the signs of new life all around us. They made an edible Spring Garden. 
Chocolate pudding for the dirt, green shredded coconut for grass, jelly beans and a 
marshmallow chick as signs of new life, and sugar flowers. All the items used showed and 
helped explain God’s love for us, and his hope/need for us to take care of the Earth. 
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GRADE 2– MR. MORGESE 
 
I will keep this short and sweet!  PRAISE THE LORD FOR SPRING IS HERE! 
 
After a long, cold, snowy, and downright terrible winter, spring has made its way into our lives.   
 
We are working very hard this month in math.  We have started our unit on measurement.  We have 
learned how to estimate and measure objects in inches.  When we return from the Easter break we 
will start up on liquid capacity.  We will also touch upon multiplication concepts.  This topic will be 
the last of our math concepts.  We are preparing for the 3rd grade.  Lord, help us all.  These children 
need to stop growing!!!  
 
In language arts the kids will learn how to write a story with made up characters.  We have learned 
how to identify and write contractions using the word NOT.   We have also learned about pronouns.  
I will be assigning a book report over the Easter break.  Stay tuned.   
 
Science is all about the human body and its systems.  We will be completing a science project after 
the break. 
 
Social studies has been a lot of fun this month.  We are learning all about our country’s past.  We 
have learned about important historic figures such as Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass and 
Harriet Tubman.  Social studies projects are due on Wednesday, April 16, 2014.  Don’t be late! 
 
And finally, we are finishing up our Eucharist book.  The class’ Communion date is Saturday, May 
31st.  I will see you there!  I am so happy that I can be a part of this extremely important day in your 
child’s life.   I believe this is the best part of teaching second grade!!!  What a blessed and wonderful 
celebration!!! 
 
Can you believe there is only two more months of school left?  WOW! 
 
I am wishing you and your families a blessed Easter season!  He is risen! 
 
God Bless, 
Mr. D 
 
 

St. Peter’s School Newsletter April 2014 Page 5 

AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


St. Peter’s School Newsletter April 2014 Page 6 

AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
 
 
GRADE 3– MS. TIGHE 
 

Welcome to Spring! 
 
 
 
 
 
 RELIGION:  As we approach the end of the school year, we have focused on journaling and using our writing skills to analyze our religious studies. The 3rd graders most challenging journal assignment was Stations Of The Cross. As a group, we especially shine when being creative and sharing our heartfelt thoughts.   LANGUAGE ARTS: In Language Arts/ Reading we have studied main ideas and read a large amount of Expository Articles. We continue to work with Writing Roadmap and learn different genres of writing.    MATH: In Math, the 3rd graders have been studying Geometry.  We created our own amusement park graphs to demonstrate ordered pairs.  We learned about angles, polygons and symmetry.  Next we will challenge ourselves with more multiplication and division with regrouping.   FIRST IN MATH: Joseph Nguyen has come in 1st place in St. Peter’s School two weeks in a row. Congratulations to him! Keep up the great work and dedication.  
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AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
GRADE 4 - MRS. BARTELS 
 
 
What a special time of year April is! The sun is shining, flowers are blooming (and so are 
the allergies and sniffles), the weather is warming up, and Easter! How can you not be 
excited when there are jellybeans to eat!  
Since the Easter Season is the center of our catholic faith, I'd like to write about all the special 
ways we celebrated over the past several weeks.  
The Liturgical Year  - We learned about the 6 seasons in the Church's calendar - The Liturgical Year. The 
students created a Liturgical Year game board with questions about each of the seasons. Using a paper clip 
as a spinner, they challenged each other to become experts at learning the facts about each of the seasons. 
What a fun way to learn!  
Walking Stick  - The students created Liturgical Year Walking Sticks. First they painted, glittered, and 
decorated a stick. Next the students colored 6 squares with symbols representing each of the 6 Liturgical 
Seasons and wrote a prayer for each season. Finally the squares were attached to the stick with yarn or 
ribbon. Now each student can refer to their prayers during their journey throughout the year as a 
remembrance of each step of our faith.  
Resurrection Eggs  - We ended our Easter celebration by opening our Resurrection Eggs and reading the 
story called Benjamin's Box. It is the story of a young boy who lives in Jerusalem and meets Jesus the day 
He arrives (on Palm Sunday). Each page correlates to a plastic egg containing a treasure, or remembrance, 
of the Stations of the Cross and Jesus' crucifixion, told through the eyes of the young boy. The students 
loved opening each egg and describing its importance, and placing each item in our own treasure box. Then 
we took turns taking the items out of the box, retelling the story, and returning them back into the eggs. It 
made the story come to life for us!  
 
Social Studies - The students just completed Lenni Lenape art projects.  Each student chose a Native 
American Indian craft to make - totem pole, dream catcher, rain stick, or rattle.  They all look amazing!  As 
a class, we also made yarn dolls and an Indian village with tipis, longhouses, and wigwams. Finally,  we 
presented our projects to grades K - 5. 
We are also learning the history of New Jersey, its settlements, leaders, and European cultures that 
influenced their way of life.  Did you know that, because of cultural differences, New Jersey was once split 
in half - East Jersey and West Jersey? 
  
Writing - Grades 4 and 5 are also beginning the next essay style - the much anticipated ‘How-To’ essay. 
(The students have been asking for this since September!) The purpose of a How-To article is to teach 
readers to do or make something by presenting the steps needed in a logical order using transition words. 
Accuracy is very important, it is not as easy as it sounds!  Oral reports and demonstrations of our essay will 
follow! 

Mrs. Bartels 
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  AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
GRADE 5 - MRS. BUBENIK 
 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed the Easter holiday and had a relaxing spring break. Now that we are 
rested, the remainder of the school year will be smooth sailing. We have many things coming up in the near 
future. The Scholastic Book Fair will be on April 29th -May 2nd.  I encourage the students to select at least 
two chapter books to enjoy over the summer and one for class. Students should have a chapter book with 
them each day in class still. Remember for the Book Fair- cash only! No checks or credit cards will be 
accepted. Following a beautiful week of book shopping the students will be enjoying their Field Day on 
May 9th. Remember to dress appropriately for Field Day and have the footwear to avoid getting injured.  
Next, the Spring Concert is on May 14 @7:oopm and the students are very excited. They have been 
working very hard each week on their songs and look forward to showcasing their hard work.. Shortly after 
is our Field Trip to the Mineral Museum on June 3rd. The students and I would like to thank our chaperones 
in advance for coming along. 

The students continue to flourish with their journal writing. Each day as they write in their journal 
book I can see their progression shine through in their passages. I would also like to share a poem a student 
wrote that is being entered into the National Student Poetry Contest this month: 

Friendship 
You are my dearest friend 
And our friendship will never end 
I know this from left to right 
And I can see this beautiful sight 
No need to make this a fuss 
But can we still sit together on the bus 
We also study for a test 
To try to do our best 
We play sports to try to win 
And we always wear a big friendship pin 
When we see the sunset we begin to run 
While we do this we have a lot of fun 
You are my best friend 
And our friendship will never end 
I know I said this before 
But our friendship is always even if we’re poor 
 

Keep up the great work!! Also, displayed in our hallway is the students’ creative work in social studies 
where they had to recreate a colonial town or a plantation with pop-up information tabs. The projects came 
out fantastic!!! Good Work!! 
 
Remember to have a bottle of WATER for class especially now that the weather is getting warmer. Also, 
keep your supplies up for we are still working hard on various tasks in the classroom. Spring uniforms are 
in effect now so remember to dress correctly. Finally, our school as a whole is doing fantastic in First in 
Math and I want to encourage everyone to keep up the hard work.  
 
Hope Everyone Had A Happy Easter!!!! 
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AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
 
GRADE 6 - MR. SAGARESE 
 
 
 
6th grade social studies- The student are studying the rise of Alexander the Great and the impact he left on 
the world after his creation of his empire. The students created timelines and photo stories of Alexander’s 
rise to power. The students are creating their own city states and will be writing on the important sections 
that allowed the city state to become powerful. 
 
 
7th grade social studies- The students are studying the settling and the attaining of the continental United 
States during the 1840s. The students were also studying the importance of the Texas Revolution and 
Mexican War and their impact on the increasing hostilities between the northern and southern states that led 
to the American Civil War.  The students also created propaganda posters for Americans to not support the 
Mexican War. 
 
 
8th grade social studies- The students are studying the causes of the Great Depression. The students created 
a political cartoon criticizing Hoover’s lack of drive to try and help solve the crisis. The students researched 
information on New Deal programs that were used in Belleville and the entire state of New Jersey. 
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 AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
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GRADE 7 - MRS. VARRICCHIO 
 
 
 
 
 
The seventh grade wishes to thank the Munoz family for their very generous contribution to our 
Ring Ceremony Breakfast, and to all the other parents who donated baked goods to our bake 
sale. 
Please remember to keep Friday, May 2, 2014 open for our Ring Ceremony.  It will be held at 
Saint Peter Church, William Street, Belleville at the 9 am Mass.  Following the Mass there will 
be a breakfast in the school gym.  All parents, grandparents, guardians, including siblings are 
welcome to attend.  On another note, I wish to thank, with all my heart the three seventh grade 
boys who competed in the Catholic Challenge on Saturday, April 12.  They studied and worked 
for days giving up much of their free time in order to participate in this competition which is 
very, very difficult.  So, thank you Joel Melendez, Alan Gomez and Juan Oviedo.  I appreciate 
your dedication to Saint Peter School and all your hard work.  No one knows Religion more 
than you do right now. 
Sixth graders will be showing off their acting talent very soon.  They will star in their own CSI 
play, coming up in May.  I hope you can attend.  We are also continuing with Newton’s Laws 
of Motion.  If you have not seen their amusement park rollercoasters, please drop by the school 
any day and walk up to the third floor to check them out.  I believe we have some talented 
engineers in the making. 
Eighth graders are finishing up their study of Geological Eras.  It is hard to believe that they 
will be leaving us soon.  Graduation is just around the corner. 
We are already in the middle of Holy Week, a very sacred time for the Church.  Since Easter 
and Easter vacation is here, let us not forget the sacrifice that Jesus made on the Cross to set us 
free.  Have a Happy and safe Easter Holiday. 
Sincerely, 
Mary Varricchio 
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AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
 
 
 
GRADE 8—MRS. REESE 
 
 
 
 
 Where did this year go? It’s hard to believe it’s almost May. The 8th 
graders are finishing our course of study and will soon begin reviewing for 
exams. They will also be receiving their exam dates and study guides shortly. 
  
 We have been working very hard completing a 10 page research paper. 
They will need to do some editing with the final draft due May 12.  
 
 May will be a very busy month. We will go on our class trip to 
Chelsea Piers, attend the 8th grade Dinner Dance, and of course, take final 
exams. Please see the calendar for all dates. 
 
 The 6th and 7th graders are also working hard trying to finish our Math 
curriculum. They will be receiving their exam dates and study guides 
sometime in May. We will also review before the exam. 
 
 Finally, I would like to wish all my students and their families a very 
Happy and Blessed Easter. Enjoy the break as well. 
Mrs. Reese 
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 AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 
After Care - 
 
We have changed the daily schedule in After Care; here is the new schedule; 
 
3:00-3:15 – All students meet in the Spanish Room 
 
3:15 – 3:45 – PreK – 2nd Grade in Miss Bruzzi’s Room for stories 
 
3rd – 8th Grade in Gym 
 
3:45 – 4:00 – All students have snack 
 
4:00 – 4:30 – PreK – 2nd Grade Homework and Table Toys 
 
4:00 – 5:00 - 3rd – 8th Grade Homework 
 
4:30-6:00 – PreK – 2nd in gym and Floor Toys 
 
5:00 -6:00 – 3rd – 8th return to gym as they finish homework. 
 
Thank you, to all parents for picking their child/children up on time. If you 
need to contact the After Care Program our Cell # is 973-932-2807. 
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 AROUND THE SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION—MR. LAUDATI 

Presidential Fitness Challenge” is coming to the end.  Have you child 
be prepared in Body & Mind. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MUSIC - Mr. Gehman 
 
The students are working hard on their songs for the Spring concert which will be on May 
14th at 7pm. We are looking forward to having another successful spring concert.  
-Mr. Gehman 
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SPANISH/COMPUTERS—MS. O’SHEA 
 
Spanish 
 
Primavera has finally arrived! Spring is bringing us some fun times and great learning 
activities!  
Our Kindergartners are still practicing their alphabet and learning vocabulary words to go 
with each letter. First grade just started learning their days of the week in Spanish and are 
able to write the words in English and Spanish! Second grade finished their unit on 
occupation vocabulary and played some fun learning games to help them remember their 
words.  
Third grade used technology to enhance their unit on illness vocabulary. They recorded a 
video during which they acted out their “doctor” conversations. They had a great time and 
were able to watch the videos on the SMART board and assess their own progress. 
Many of our classes are working on verb conjugations. Grade 4 is working on the “yo and 
tu” (you and I) tenses of verbs ending in –ar. Grade 5 finished a unit on –ar verbs and 
recently started –er and –ir verbs. Grade 7 also played some fun board games to help with 
their verb conjugations. 
Grade 6 finished their “city” diagrams and is now working on writing questions in 
Spanish. Our eighth graders are working on travel vocabulary and will also be recording 
conversation videos soon! 
 
Computers 
 
We’re having so much fun in the Computer Lab this month! The Kindergartners listened 
to the story, “The Computer Teacher From the Black Lagoon” and used drawing software 
to draw what THEY think computers help us do! First grade is using their Spanish days of 
the week vocabulary words to practice their skills in Microsoft Word.  
The third graders used story starters to practice their own word processing skills – 
changing fonts, colors and sizes and adding clip art to their documents. Grade 4 is 
practicing their presentation skills by creating slide shows that depict their future goals! 
Grade 5 is working on their spreadsheet skills and have created some fantastic charts and 
graphs! Grades 6, 7 and 8 are working on a project during which they are pretending to be 
software developers who create the perfect “app.” They will present their creations to their 
classmates soon after Easter break! 
Feliz Pascua (Happy Easter!) 
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St. Peter’s School 
152 William Street, Belleville, NJ 07109 

Saturday June 7, 2014 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Vendor Tables Available  
$ 25.00 per table 

Limited number of tables available 
All Proceeds Benefit the Children of St. Peter’s School

 
For more information call 973-759-3143 or email office@stpeter-school.org   

============================================================ 

Name:________________________Phone:_________________ 
 
Address:_____________________City:________State:______ 
 
Email:_______________________________  
 
Number of Tables__________ 

Please Make Checks Payable to St. Peter’s School 
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                   CONGRATULATIONS              
SECOND TRIMESTER 

HONOR ROLL 
 

  DISTINGUISHED   

 JOSEPH BICO-GRADE 4 
 JARVIN MENDOZA—GRADE 4 

 DAVID BETANCUR – GRADE 5 
  
 FIRST HONORS   

  ZYRUS HERNANDEZ – GRADE 4 
 CHRISTOPHER MELENDEZ – GRADE 5 
 ESTHER FIFO—GRADE 5 
 BRIANNA GARCIA– GRADE 5 
 EMMALIS DIAZ – GRADE 6 
 MATTHEW PEREZ – GRADE 6 
 NATALIA COBA – GRADE 7 
 AMANDA KLEIN—GRADE 7 
 JOEL MELENDEZ – GRADE 7 
 MATHEW MUNOZ – GRADE 7 
 ANJIANIE PEREZ– GRADE 7 
 KEVIN ZAVALA—GRADE 7 
 CHIARIZE-CRISH BULUSAN – GRADE 8 
 LYONNEL EUGENE – GRADE 8 

  
  

  SECOND HONORS  
  BIANCA DIAZ – GRADE 4 
  CHRISTOPHER DURON – GRADE 4 
  JOSE’ RODRIGUEZ-LA LIAVE – GRADE 4 
  MICHAEL HERNANDEZ—GRADE 4 
  CYAN VILLAR – GRADE 4 
  SOFIA ZUNIGA—GRADE 4 
  ANDREW CUENCA—GRADE 5 
  MARCELA TOLEDO – GRADE 5 
  DANIELA LONDONO – GRADE 6 
  ANJOLIE HERNANDEZ—GRADE 6 
  ALLEN GOMEZ– GRADE 7 
  ANDY VILLAMARIN – GRADE 7 
  DAVID ARTHASSERIL – GRADE  8 
  KIMBERLY MARTINEZ – GRADE 8 
  OSMALYN URENA – GRADE 8 
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